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Synopsis

The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters,
literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series also feature
glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format.Explore how
generational and cultural differences can divide & ” and then unite & ” immigrant mothers and their
American-born daughters as you study CliffsNotes on The Joy Luck Club.This novel describes the
lives of four women, who fled China in the 1940s, and their contentious relationships with their four
very Americanized daughters. Through the love of their mothers, each of these young women
learns about her heritage and so is able to deal more effectively with her life.CliffsNotes provides
detailed plot summaries, critical commentaries, and a helpful character list to help you uncover all
the insight this novel has to offer. Make studying easier with CliffsNotes on The Joy Luck Club.
Other features includeCritical essaysA review section that tests your knowledgeBackground on the

author, including career highlightsClassic literature or modern modern-day treasure & ” you'll

understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
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Customer Reviews

The first time | read it, it was so good that | had to go and get the movie. | can relate to the story so
well that | can understand and feel for the characters while reading it. It's more than just a feeling,

it's more like | am actually listenting to them. | have read it four times and every time | find new



facinating details that | have not read before.

| had to read this book for school this year and | was one of the only people in the class that really
enjoyed it. It is hard to understand the different stories, but if you just take out a piece of paper and
chart what is happening with each person, you can really enjoy the book without becoming
confused. DON'T BUY THE CLIFFS NOTES becuase you really won't get the experience that you
would with the real book! Just take some effort and read the book, and take time to chart the stories

and | guarantee that you will LOVE it as well!

The four winds may change direction, and histories may shift at any given moment, but Amy Tan’s,
"The Joy Luck Club’ remains a captivating tale about four mothers and their four daughters.The
Chinese game Mah-jong works to join the mother’s together as they form the club and share the
secrets and tragedies of their lives as well as their hopes and dreams for their daughters. The
women in this novel struggle to bestow their daughters with the virtues of Chinese traditions and at
points seem to go too far-pitting their daughters against each other and sadly living their lives
through them.Tan writes both honestly and sensitively examining the generation gap between
mothers and their daughters as well as the struggles migrants face when joining other countries.
"The Joy Luck Club’ belongs to a genre which can only be described as realistic with characters
which are both three dimensional and relatable.The story is written through defined chapters-each
dedicated to either a mother or a daughter; as they weave their histories and spin their stories.The
novel, through this chapter fragmentation allows each character to develop, with an emphasis on
the main narrative- the death of one of the members of the club. The death of Suyuan Woo results
in the incorporation of her daughter Jung Mei "June’ Woo into the group. June realises her mother-
who died suddenly of a cerebral aneurysm - had unfinished business which leads June to face one
of the biggest tragedies in her mother’s life. "The Joy Luck Club’ is an inspiring novel which is

moving both moving and courageous-a definite pleasure to read.

Although the book was somewhat confusing to follow, the excellent stories and the manner in which
they were told were very real. | really enjoyed relating to each character because | too am a minority
woman and | know how important it is to hold on to tradition, yet learn new ways of living. |

recommend this book to any woman who is curious about the Chinese-American woman.

Very good book and makes you feel as if you where there
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